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Abstract
In this paper we present the Web portal of retro-digitized and new doctoral dissertations in electronic form in mathematical sciences (mathematics, astronomy, mechanics, computer science, theoretical physics) written primarily, but not only, by Serbian scientists. At this moment, this electronic archive of theses is a part of the NCD (National Center for Digitization) Virtual library (http://elib.matf.bg.ac.yu:8080/virlib/home.jsp) and it consists of about 200 theses. The first theses, written before the First World War (altogether 11 items) were digitized already in 1996, but the project started in the full extent in 2005. Metadata were developed since then and an Internet oriented database of doctoral dissertations was build. The project is realized in Java as a document management Web application. The project is managed by the Faculty of mathematics and NCD and it is partially supported by the Serbian Ministry of science. Our further plans are twofold. The first one consists of further software development, including OCR, and the technical improvement of the portal, in particular we plan to arrange the better visibility of the archive on Internet. The second one includes the offer to the South-East European countries to join the project according to the SEEDI initiative, as it was discussed at the previous SEEDI conference in Cetinje. We see that this goal could be achieved by networking institutions interested in the project and similar digital libraries, or by building a mechanism for direct submission of dissertations in the electronic form from diverse points to the existing collection of the NCD Virtual library. Also, we compare in the paper our project with similar initiatives in the World, as NDLTD of the Virginia University, European e-these, UMI and Diplomica.
